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SERVICE

OF

COMMISSIONING

of

NAME OF PASTOR 

to the 

Lay Specified Ministry of Pastor 

Serving as POSITION TITLE in the

NAME OF MINISTRY LOCATION

X:XX pm DATE

XXXXX Uniting Church

THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD

CALL TO WORSHIP

     Presbytery Chairperson

Leader:
May the God who dwells beyond us 





and the God who dwells among us





and the God who calls us to dwell together





bless us now as we gather in worship.

People: Let us worship and praise God.

SONGS OF PRAISE   

WELCOME AND GREETING                           

Acknowledgement of the First People                       

PRAYERS OF ADORATION and CONFESSION

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS:

Those who are in Christ are a new creation;

everything old has passed away; see, the new has come!

All this is from God,

who reconciled us to himself through Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:17-18

Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us: 

Your sins are forgiven:      

Thanks be to God.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Scripture Reading/s


The following is said after the reading:

This is the word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God.

PREACHING OF THE WORD 

                                           

HYMN:  


The people remain standing

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – We are a Pilgrim People

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

We proclaim Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen One,

confessing him as Lord to the glory of God the Father.

In the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

we acclaim Jesus as the Lord of the Church,

the Head over all things, the beginning of a new creation.

We acknowledge that we live and work

between the time of Christ’s death and resurrection

and the final consummation of all things which he will bring.

We are a pilgrim people,

always on the way towards a promised goal;

on the way Christ feeds us with word and sacraments,

and we have the gift of the Spirit 

in order that we may not lose the way.

We will live and work within the faith and unity

of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church,

bearing witness to that unity which is both Christ’s gift and his will.

We affirm that every member of the Church  

is engaged to confess the faith of Christ crucified.

Together with all the people of God,

we will serve the world for which Christ died.

And we await with hope the day of the Lord Jesus.

Adapted from the Basis of Union of the Uniting Church in Australia

from Uniting in Worship 2 

Creeds & Statements of Faith No. 5

The people sit.

THE SERVICE OF COMMISSIONING

SENTENCES

In Jesus Christ we are children of God through faith.

All who are baptised into Christ are clothed with Christ.

There is no longer Jew or Greek,

there is no longer slave or free,

there is no longer male and female;

for we are all one in Christ.

Based on Galatians 3:26-28

Claimed by God in baptism,

we are given the gift of the Holy Spirit

that we may live as witnesses to Jesus Christ,

share his ministry in the world and grow to maturity,

awaiting with hope the day of our Lord Jesus.

PRESENTATION

The Chairperson of the Presbytery says:

Sisters and brothers,

the Church is God’s covenant people, the Body of Christ,

and dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

Baptism into Christ’s Body initiates people

into Christ’s life and mission in the world.

Through baptism we are united in a communion

of love, service, suffering and joy,

in one family of the Father of all in heaven and earth,

and in the power of the one Spirit.

We thank God that the one Spirit

has endowed the members of Christ’s Church

with a diversity of gifts.

There is no gift

without its corresponding service,

for all ministries have a part

in the ministry of Christ.

The Uniting Church in Australia affirms

that every member of the Church

is engaged to confess the faith of Christ crucified

and to be his faithful servant.

It seeks to encourage people to discover and develop the gifts

which God’s Spirit has given them.

The Presbytery of XXXXXXXX

has discerned God’s call to NNNNNNNNN

for the ministry of pastor in the NNNNNN Congregation.

In the Uniting Church, the ministry of pastor may include

teaching the Church’s beliefs and practices;

pastoral oversight;

leadership of worship;

evangelism and service beyond a gathered congregation.

The Presbytery of XXXXXXXX has determined in consultation with the XXXXX Congregation that the pastor in this area will:-

EXPRESS HERE THE AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY IN THE PASTOR'S JOB DESCRIPTION, BRIEFLY AND IN POINT FORM.

The Secretary of the Presbytery invites the person to be commissioned to stand before the chairperson and says:

NAME, I present NAME OF PASTOR for commissioning as a pastor while serving in the XXXXX Congregation.

The secretary gives a brief ‘narration of steps’. 

The person to be commissioned may make a brief statement concerning his faith and call to this ministry.

QUESTIONS 

The Presbytery Chairperson says:

NAME, we rejoice that you have come today

declaring your willingness to participate in Christ’s ministry

in this particular way.

By serving as a pastor in the Uniting Church

you are reaffirming your baptism,

declaring your allegiance to the crucified and risen Lord

and seeking to be obedient to God’s will.

And so I ask you now:

NNNN, do you confess Jesus Christ as Lord?


I do.

Do you believe that you are called by God

through the Church to this ministry?


I do.

Do you receive the witness to Christ

in the holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments;

and do you undertake to proclaim from these,

the gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed?


I do.

Will you seek to live and work within the faith and unity

of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church

as described in the Basis of Union?


I will.

In your life and work within the Uniting Church

will you be guided by its Basis of Union,

and will you submit yourself to the Church’s discipline

and the oversight of the Presbytery of Ku-ring-gai?


I will.

Will you endeavour to show love and compassion in the name of Christ to all among whom you serve?


I will.

The people stand.

The chairperson says:

Will you accept NNNN

as a pastor in the XXXX Congregation?


We will.

Will you encourage him/HER in love 

and support him/HER in this ministry,

serving with him/HER the one Lord Jesus Christ?


We will.

May God give you strength to fulfil these promises;

and to God be the glory

in the Church and in Christ Jesus

from generation to generation for ever. Amen.

ACT OF COMMISSIONING

Those appointed to join in the laying on of hands come forward.

The chairperson says:

Let us pray in silence for NNNN,

before we commission him

as a pastor while serving in XXXX Congregation.

The candidate kneels.

After a time of silence hands are laid on the head of the candidate and the chairperson continues:

By the Holy Spirit, Lord,

strengthen this your servant,

and set his heart on fire with love for you.

Increase in him your gifts of grace:

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and wonder in your presence,

the spirit of joy and delight in your service,

now and for ever.

Amen.                                                           Based on Isaiah 11:2

The Aaronic Blessing is sung by the people. 

The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his face to shine upon you,

and be gracious unto you:

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,

and give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26

DECLARATION

The pastor stands and faces the people.

The chairperson says:

In the name of Jesus Christ

and by the authority of the Presbytery of XXXXXXXXX,

we declare that NNN NNNNN

is commissioned as a pastor in the Uniting Church in Australia

while serving in XXXXX Congregation.

The newly-commissioned pastor is greeted by members of the presbytery, congregation, and others as appropriate. One of these may extend words of welcome.

SONG    

OFFERING   (Offering will assist Presbytery to carry out its 








responsibilities of oversight)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
                            

And now let us pray to the Father in the words our Saviour gave us: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your Kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 



  and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen.

           SENDING FORTH THE PEOPLE OF GOD

CLOSING SONG:    

BLESSING:

                                                        
                     


May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, 

give you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

and to proclaim the word and works of God.

And the blessing of God Almighty,

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen
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This Order of Service has been prepared by Ku-ring-gai Presbytery


from the Commissioning Service for Pastor provided by the National 
Working Group on Worship and endorsed for use by The Assembly


of the Uniting Church in Australia.


Hymn from Together in Song Australian Hymn Book II  © 1999 
HarperCollins Religious 

Used by permission under Copyright Licence:

CAL 200, CCLI 46647
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