
Period of Discernment: ELM/Presbytery


Timeline


Individual registers via minister or church council


Presbytery appoints a mentor


discernment plan developed 


Participant commences study, field ministry and mentor relationship, maintaining a journal and develops portfolio.


Is it necessary?


Some applicants have spent years exploring sense of call.  Normally applicants complete a full PoD but Presbyteries and SLPC may determine specific requirements on a case by case basis, maintaining flexibility in light of maturity, past experience and theological training.* ASC November 2002








Preliminary Enquiries


Initial enquiries to BOE 


Preliminary face to face briefing arranged. 








Placement Process


Lay Pastors placed via ACOMP process.


Presbytery then provides mentor and pastoral support for the Lay Pastor and assists with continuing education with Continuing Ed.





Application process


Application forms supplied by BOE


Working with Children check


		100 point identification


On receipt of application, BOE


seeks references from Church Council/Minister(s)


seeks references from Presbytery


seeks copy of applicant's statement of call


arranges formal interview with SLPC


On recommendation of SLPC, BOE determines the application (ie: support or decline), and refers candidate to CSM (LP sub-committee) for relevant education and training. 


Psychological Assessment


Education





Educ Cmte determines if program completed satisfactorily


SLPC advised – final interview the to Bo E for determination


(When education near completion ACOMP notified)








When education complete, CSM advises SLPC who determine readiness for ministry.  If ready, seeks final approval from BOE  


Applicant prepares profile 





Placement Process 





BOE provides annual training retreat for Lay Pastors with BOM and School of Continuing Education.


BOE SLPC deals with case by case issues that arise in Synod and makes policy recommendations to ASC from time to time








Application (Secretariat) 


Referral for “Working with Children” check 








Education CSM


INITIAL program = 350 hours = 10 weeks f-t study


Assessment


CONTINUING ed = 200 hours p.a. in placement





Applicants/Enquirees from:


Presbyteries for LMA’s in placement


UAICC


Ministers of other denoms


Non-ordained ministers of other denoms


People exploring change of specified ministry


Non-UCA Lay people








